INTRODUCTION
The Deborah Narrative is unique in the Book of Judges. prophetess of God and not as a human heroine. 2 This is meant to clearly convey the idea that God alone is responsible for victory.
Being a woman, she did not take part in the military campaign, and thus she was not a powerful charismatic saviour. In this short paper I wish to focus on the role of another woman in the story -that of Yael.
Verses 14-22 describe the battle, but only verses 14-15 depict the actual campaign between the two forces; the remainder of the narrative provides a detailed and vivid description of Yael killing . Yael is the heroine of the last scene of the narrative, vv. 17-22. 3 Her words open (v. 18) and end the scene (v. 22) . 4 In her first sentence she approaches Sisera and in her last she approaches Barak; in both instances the men respond positively.
The depiction of the assassination of Sisera is detailed and extensive in comparison with the brief and generalized description of the war itself (vv. 14-15). Why does Yael occupy such a central position in the narrative?
YAEL -DEBORAH'S HAND
I wish to propose that Yael's function in the story is actually meant to shed light on Deborah's prophetic image. Yael's actions take the reader back to Deborah's response to Barak's request that she should accompany him: "I will go with you. However, there will be no glory for you on the road on which you are going, for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hand of a woman" (v. 9).
Some think that Deborah is referring to herself in these words, and that she is making a logical deduction in light of Barak's request. 5 This interpretation is improbable. Firstly, in asking Deborah to accompany him to the battlefield Barak consciously subordinated himself to Deborah; thus if Deborah's intention was to point out that the honour of victory would not be attributed to him, her words are absolutely superfluous. Secondly, the purpose of the operation is to overpower the enemy and bring glory to the Lord. It is thus not in the prophetess's character to be concerned with human glory when Barak pronounced a humble statement.
A more likely interpretation is that Deborah uttered a prophecy which was realized by Yael's actions against Sisera in the last part of the narrative. 6 The advantage of this understanding is that Deborah's words correspond perfectly to her character in the story. It is also possible that initially the intention of Deborah's Yael is thus Deborah's "hand" -an extension of Deborah who carries out her prophecy: "for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hand of a woman" (v. 9). 9 This being the case, Rasmussen's observation that Deborah disappears from the story after v. 14, is inaccurate. 10 Amit, too, claims that because Deborah is not apparent throughout the story she may not be considered as its 8 According to Boling, she did not understand her own words: she thought about herself but her words actually referred to Yael. R. G. Boling, Judges (AB), New-York 1975, 96 . Webb believes that the identity of the 'woman' is delayed until the end of the story in order to surprise the reader with the fact that God chose a foreign woman to save Israel. B. G. Webb, The Book of the Judges: An Integrated Reading (JSOTsup, 46), Sheffield 1987, 138. 9 Murray, "Narrative Structure and Technique in the Deborah-Barak Story," 164-165. The generalized style of battle is not due to the lack of narrative skill as suggested by Alonso-Schökel, "Erzäkunst im Buche der Richter," 162.
10 R. C. 
YAEL'S UPPER HAND
Deborah's words "for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hand of a woman" (v. 9), mean to strike Sisera as well as Barak. Indeed, in the Yael scene Sisera and Barak are presented ironically in relation to Yael. 13 The rivalry between Sisera and his army and Barak and his army is dominant in the narrative. The summation of the two forces by the two army leaders is described in a similar manner: 14 "Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up by foot with ten thousand men behind him" (4:10).
"Sisera summoned all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the troops who were with him" (4:13). 18 Murray, "Narrative Structure and Technique in the Deborah-Barak Story," 173. Kaufman (Judges, 124) is mistaken in his statement that Sisera's downfall at Yael's hand is not offensive to Barak.
19 Alonso-Schökel, "Erzäkunst im Buche der Richter," 161-166; Murray, "Narrative Structure and Technique in the Deborah-Barak Story," 178-179.
THE POWER OF THE WEAKER SEX
Deborah's prophecy that a woman will kill Sisera is significant. The involvement of women in wars in the Bible is rare; the unique quality of this prophecy is worthy of close examination to see just how it is fulfilled. In the course of the plot another aspect of the prophecy that a woman will kill Sisera becomes obvious. The weaker sex will overcome the stronger one by exploiting the weakness of men for women.
Deborah's prophecy "the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hand of a woman" (v. 9) does not refer merely to the identity of the assassin but also to the way in which the woman accomplishes her victory. Yael confronts a strong warrior, a general; physically she is inferior to him, so she uses her femininity to defeat him. Her The sibilance of the phrase indicates a sense of sensuality in Yael's voice. 20 The multiple references to Yael covering Sisera in bed (vv.
18, 19) have a sexual connotation. 21 It is reasonable to assume that Yael's seduction of Sisera lulls him into false confidence. 22
As mentioned above, Yael's encounter with Barak is parallel to her encounter with Sisera. First, she goes out to greet Barak "Yael came out to meet him". Then she invites him into the tent to witness Sisera's fate: "Come, and I will show you the man whom you are seeking". In contrast with her invitation to Sisera these words contain no sexual allusions; however, when Barak's entrance into the tent is described, a term is used that is sexually allusive: "he came into her" ( ) connotes sexual intercourse.
Scholars have remarked on some of the sexual allusions in Yael's actions, but they have misunderstood the intention of these allusions in the narrative as a whole. While sexuality is a featured element of the Deborah narrative, it is so exclusively with reference to the actions of Yael. Deborah, the focus of the story, is, to be sure, a womanly figure. But her role in the story is purely that of a woman of God. It is she who reveals the hand of God in "the hand of a woman". 
